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Dear Reader, 

Since the chemical attacks in Syria on 7th April  two 
topics of conversation have dominated the 
international stage – the use of chemical weapons and 
what response the international community should 
take to their use. Then last week the Prime Minister 
ordered the UK military to participate in a co-ordinated 
series of strikes against the Syrian Government’s 
chemical weapons facilities. 

This has proven a contentious issue, both at home and 
abroad. I think for many of us the recent interventions 
in the Middle East still overshadow our thoughts and 
prey on our minds. Even before Mrs May gave the 
order for military action I had come to the conclusion 
that something needed to be done.  

Let me be clear, these strikes were not about ‘regime 
change’, President Assad of Syria (along with his 
Russian Allies) is winning his civil war. Bar putting 
boots on the ground (which I do not support) this is not 
going to change. These strikes were about warning 
both him, and also other groups, that the use of 
chemical weapons is never acceptable. 

These strikes were a tightly focused warning.  

There will no doubt be those who say we should just 
stay out of it, but I do not believe that sitting on the 
side-lines and watching the widespread use of 
chemical weapons is morally right. There are others 
who say that we should only intervene with the support 
of the UN. This is simply never going to happen. 
Russia has used its veto 12 times in relation to actions 
targeting the Syrian Government. To argue for this is 
to hide your desire to do nothing behind a bureaucracy 
that will achieve exactly that – nothing. 

 

I suspect the largest group of people opposed to these 
strikes do so on the basis of a ‘lack of evidence’ as to 
whether the weapons were used at all and who in fact 
used them. They may have doubts, but I believe our 
Government. Depending on the chemical weapon 
used, the evidence can quickly dissipate so finding 
physical traces can be very hard indeed. However the 
World Health Orginisation has already said that it has 
treated 500 people with conditions attributable to a 
chemical weapons attack at its facilities. The 
testimonies of these victims are now being widely 
circulated in the media. 

We also know that the Independent International 
Commission of Inquiry on the Syrian Arab Republic, 
set up by the United Nations Human Rights Council, 
has investigated and catalogued 34 separate uses of 
chemical weapons in Syria. Of these 28 are directly 
attributable to the Syrian Government, and in the other 
6 they are unsure. This certainly supports the Prime 
Minister’s arguments of a ‘pattern of behaviour’ in 
relation to President Assad’s forces.  

I believe that the PM is justified “under international 
law, on an exceptional basis, to take measures in 
order to alleviate overwhelming humanitarian 
suffering,” and that this can include the use of force. 
We need to act swiftly and decisively in order to strike 
the stockpile of chemical weapons. Had we waited 
then these would have been moved and the 
opportunity lost.  

The PM was right to act when she did, in the manner 
she did and her actions have my full support.  

Yours sincerely, 
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As an MEP for the South West region I also represent the 
people of Gibraltar and was delighted, earlier this month, to 
travel there for a series of meetings with representatives 
and organisations from the Rock to hear about how they are 
preparing for Brexit.  

ON THE BREXIT 
FRONTLINE:  
GIBRALTAR 

THE CHIEF MINISTER 
My first meeting was with the Chief Minister, Fabian 
Picardo, where we discussed Brexit and other issues 

relating to Gibraltar. He was keen to stress how he has 
found the British Government supportive and receptive 
to Gibraltar’s needs. He is happy that Gibraltar's 
concerns are being listened to.  

The Chief Minister remains hopeful that a good deal is 
achievable and will benefit both Gibraltar and also 
Southern Spain - especially if a final deal can be 
reached on the airport.  

Gibraltar Airport is built near the frontier. It’s new 
terminal right up to the border. The hope is that Spain 
will build a terminal on its side of the border to join up 
to the building in Gibraltar. This would allow 
passengers to use the airport from Spain via Spanish 
border controls (of course Gibraltar border controls 
would continue for those looking to travel to Gibraltar 
itself). This would be a unique proposal, with one 
runaway being serviced by terminals in two 
jurisdictions, but if they can make it work it would 
benefit both Gibraltar and Spain.  

GIBRALTAR FINANCIAL 
SERVICES 
I also met with the Gibraltar Financial Services 
Commission (GFSC). Gibraltar is quickly establishing 
itself as a world leader in the regulation of distributed 
ledger technology (DLT). This refers to the new 
technology called ‘Block-Chain’. Block-Chain was 
invented as a means to enable trade in digital 
currencies like bitcoin. 

Essentially in the past, large companies or agencies 
would often have a central bank of servers. If the 
server gets hacked and the contents changed then it 
can be very hard to trace what has happened.  

With block-chain things work differently. Imagine rather 
than one large central node you have a string of 
individual computers in a chain. Each one carries a 
‘ledger’ with an electronic record of all the financial 
transactions happening up and down the chain. This 
means that if you want to hack the chain you need to 
compromise every single computer and change every 
single ledger. The chain structure makes it very easy 
to track what transactions have happened, and very 
hard to hack - to date it hasn’t happened.  

Digital currencies will no doubt rise and fall but it is the 
underlying technology it is based on that is the 
financial game changer.  

In January of this year, Gibraltar launched its 
regulatory framework for DLT and has attracted a large 
number of applicants. The licence grants companies 
the ability to operate in Gibraltar under the watchful 
eye of the GFSC. The aim of the licence is to protect 
consumers whilst also allowing companies to develop.  

Licences of this kind are not unfamiliar to Gibraltar, 
having enlisted a similar approach for their burgeoning 
gaming industry. However, this licence well and truly 
establishes Gibraltar as a front runner in an industry 
which governments across the world are still trying to 
get a grip with.  

Ashley pictured with Chief Minister, Fabian Picardo 

Ashley with representatives of the GFSC 
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GIBRALTAR BUSINESS 
ROUND TABLE 
Gibraltar is at the heart of the financial services 
industry. Financial institutions regard Gibraltar’s 
framework as world leading in providing a good, well 
regulated and a safe place to do business that still 
encourages growth.  

After the Referendum there was real concern that this 
reputation could be damaged as Gibraltar has long 
positioned itself as ‘a portal to the EU’ for British and 
global businesses. After the result the business 
community looked deeper into where trade was being 
conducted and found that it was EU companies using 
Gibraltar to passport into the UK (90% of their 
business occurs in this manner) rather than the other 
way round. This actually bodes well for Gibraltar in the 
long term. 

The greatest risk for the Gibraltar Business community, 
is not in the financial sector but rather online gaming. 
Many of the businesses in Gibraltar also have 
presences in other jurisdictions, such as Malta, and the 
contingency plans currently being worked on could see 

business and personnel move elsewhere. In total 3500 
people are currently employed in this sector and a 
proportion of these could move abroad.  

What I found encouraging was the optimism in the 
room. There is no doubt that Gibraltar was 
disappointed in the referendum result but as one 
representative put it “Gibraltar, as it always does, picks 
itself up, dusts itself down and gets on with it.”  

Ashley with members of the Gibraltar business community 

As Brexit, and my impending unemployment, loom 
large on the horizon one of the most important 
questions facing the Government is how do you 
construct a future farming policy for the UK.  

Any such policy will have winners and losers and as 
such will not please everyone. There are a myriad of 
questions that the Government will have to answer as 
part of this process, many of which were discussed at 
a meeting I had with farmers in South Devon.  

By far the thorniest topic relates to the future of the 
Single Farm Payment and financial support. I pose the 
questions we discussed again here because I would 
be interested in the views of readers, especially those 
in the farming community or agricultural economy.  

► Should there be a single farm payment and what 
should it look like?  

► Should it be capped so larger farms receive nothing 
and would this incentivise the break up of large and 
efficient farms to maximise subsidise? 

► Or perhaps a stepped approach is better where as 
the acreage increases the amount gradually 
reduces? Would this lessen the appeal of breaking 
up the larger farms? 

► Another alternative is that maybe we should look at 
moving to a lesser total amount of area support and 
a larger amount on the ‘value added’ environmental 
schemes - what do you think? 

On a slightly different topic we discussed food 
standards and future trade talks. There has been a lot 

in the press, that after Brexit, Britain would have to 
accept hormone treated beef or chlorine washed 
chicken. I don’t believe that this is being considered at 
all but the fear remains. One suggestion I heard in 
Devon, and I would like your thoughts on, is this: 

► What if we increased animal welfare standards as 
high as possible? They are already amongst the 
highest in the world, and then allowed access to our 
market so long as the import meets these 
standards. 

I would be interested in your views on these questions 
and any other farming issues you wish to raise. Please 
email me at newsletter@ashleyfoxmep.co.uk. 

A FUTURE FARMING POLICY WILL 
NOT BE ABLE TO PLEASE EVERYONE 

Ashley meeting with farmers at a dairy farm in South Devon 


